Romans 15:14 – 16:27
Romans 15:14-33 (Paul’s Apostolic Travel plans)

What was the purpose of Paul’s intended visit to Rome?

What must he do first?  What is the purpose of this offering?

Is there a symbolic purpose to the offering?

Paul makes a link in verse 27 between the spiritual blessings that the Gentiles have received and the material blessings they are giving to the Jewish Christians.  Why do you think this gift was so important?  Do you think people feel differently about a cause if they have given money to it?  Do you think people feel differently about a group of people who unexpectedly give them money.  It is important to recall that the Jewish and the Gentile church were quite separate at this stage, and allot of what Paul said and did when he was out on the mission field was deeply unpopular with the people back home… (See Acts 21-22)  Paul was trying to unite the Jewish and Gentile church, to create a common bond, a symbolic link.
So with our fund-raising, giving of money, charity work, and indeed our famine relief: we have become so sophisticated, so cynical, that we can provide our credit card number from a mobile phone  without ever taking our eyes off the football game on the TV.

So we must ask (whenever Romans 15 is read): what are we doing, as a church, as individuals, that will send a symbolic message as a well as a practical message that the church of Jesus Christ is one body, one family, and that if one suffers, all suffer?
What is the out come of Paul’s visit to Jerusalem?  (See Acts 21 – 27)

Get people to scan read this section and pick out the key points…  Arrested, tried, sent to Rome under house arrest 2 years later…

Did Paul ever reach Spain?  There is no evidence that he did so scholars tend to play it safe and say he didn’t.

So why did God allow him to dream of Spain, if it was never his intention that he reach there?
“God allowed Paul to dream of Spain in order that he might write Romans.  No matter that Paul probably never reached Spain.  What mattered was that he wrote this letter, which has been far more powerful and influential than any missionary visit, even by Paul himself, could ever have been.  Perhaps half of our great plans, the dreams we dream for our churches and our world and even ourselves, are dreams God allows us to dream in order that, on the way there, we may accomplish, almost without realising it, the crucial thing God intended us to do.” (Romans Commentary – NT Wright – p759)
Proverbs 19v21

“Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.” (ESV)
What might this mean for us?  Disappointments?  Should we not make plans?

Romans 16:1-16 (Commendation and greetings)

What is the most striking thing about this list of people?  In Galatians 2:28 Paul tells us that there is “no ‘male and female’ ” and this list seems to take that statement for granted.  
Look particularly at Phoebe in v1-2 she is called a servant (NIV) of the church, or a deaconess.  The greek word means literally deacon, therole of deaconess didn’t exist for another 300 years!

Women:
Tryphaena

Tryphosa

Phoebe

Mary

Prisca/Priscilla

Rufus’ Mother

Junia – The only named Female ‘Apostle’! – witness
Julia
Nereus’ sisiter

Romans 16:17-20 (Watch out for divisions)

What is the danger? “deceive the hearts/minds of those who are too innocent/naïve.”
How can we avoid becoming deceived by those out to cause division.  “be wise about what is good and innocent about what is evil”.  Where have we heard this before?  Matthew 10v16
How can we do this?

Romans 16:21-24 (Greetings from Paul’s Colleagues)

Verse 24 is omitted in most translations as it doesn’t appear in most manuscripts.

Romans 16:25-27 (Doxology)

The doxology (hymn of praise) which concludes the book of Romans, is a little contentious in location and authorship.  
Some manuscripts:

Omit it altogether

Some place it after 14:23

Some place it after 15:33

And some place Verse 24 (the generally omitted verse) after verse 27.

Also there is some debate as to whether it was written by Paul, but for today there seems to be sufficient evidence that we should assume that it both belongs here and was written by Paul.

In what ways does this doxology summarise the message of Romans?

“Ultimately, Paul’s vision of the renewed community is of united worship, based upon shared faith.  The praise that rises to the one God from the renewed community will thus reflect God’s righteousness, that covenant faithfulness in which the Jew first, and also equally the Greek, are drawn into one family.  That is how the community will be most truly itself.  And if it is to be strengthened for shared worship and living of this quality, what it needs, not merely at the beginning of it’s life but undergirding it all through, is the gospel, the royal announcement of Jesus Christ.  That is what this letter has been all about.”  (Romans Commentary – NT Wright – Pages 769-770)
